








Mountain Pine Beetle Decision
Support Tool

What is the impact of a certain level of mountain pine
beetle (MPB) infestation on post-attack stand development?
How will various silviculture interventions impact a stand?
The MPB Decision Support Tool is designed to give partners
answers to these questions so they can predict how much
timber they will have on a certain site.

The tool builds scenarios based on growth model,
ecosite, stand structure, species composition, stand
age, MPB severity, and silviculture intervention.
Currently, more than 600 scenarios are built in; more
will be added as it is enhanced.

“It reduces the number of scenarios land managers and
planners have to look at and makes it easier to gather the

information required to make decisions,” says Don Podlubny,
lead for the MPB Ecology Program.

' Genome Alberta

Online mapping for Foothills
Stream Crossing Partners

Members of the Foothills Stream Crossing Partnership (FSCP)
will soon have their own dedicated online map application to
access stream crossing data. The new online mapping tool is
scheduled to be completed in the new year, allowing FSCP
members secure 24/7 access. Not only will users be able to
view a base map with crossings, they’ll be able to search the
crossing data by year of inspection, type of crossing, watershed
and, if they wish, download data and inspection reports,
complete with photos. The crossings will automatically be
filtered to the company that logged in.

This tool, requested by the FSCP members, is a great addition
to the list of benefits they enjoy with the partnership. The online
mapping tool compliments the FSCP’s new data collection
devices and database structure.l(seelUpdates)

Scandinavian Brown Bear Project

The Scandinavian Brown Bear Project is
a long-term research project focused on
the grizzly bear population in Sweden.
Once endangered, grizzly bears in
Sweden are growing in number, providing
interesting fodder for researchers
interested in everything from how to
manage an increasing bear population to
ethical questions regarding research on
bears.

With an annual growth rate of
16%—the fastest-growing brown
bear population ever documented—
Sweden’s grizzly bears have
increased from 130 individuals in
the 1930s to more than 3,000 in
2010. Researchers keep a close eye
on the bears, collaring all female
offspring and following them for life.

“We really understand how bear
populations work. But what we don’t
understand are the energetics in space
and time,” says Andreas Zedrosser,

a researcher with the project. The
Scandinavian Brown Bear Project is
partnering with FRI’s Grizzly Bear
Program to share data and knowledge for
the benefit of all.
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Aﬁlews and Events

What’s in a name?

The Foothills Stream Crossing Program is now the Foothills
Stream Crossing Partnership (FSCP). “The name was
changed to better reflect the FSCP’s status as an association
within FRI,” explains Ngaio Baril, project coordinator. “The <[ DisturbancelRegimeslofithelNorthlSaskatchewanlRegionall
term ‘partnership’ better suited our business structure.” PlanlArea
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Welcome new Staff ParametersiforithelNorthISaskatchewanIPlanninglArea
Terri McHugh joins FRI as our Land-use Knowledge Network )
librarian. Terri has a master’s degree in human ecology Spot the SIgns

and has worked as managing curator for the Clothing and
Textiles Collection at the University of Alberta. Terri will

be cataloguing and summarizing documents, reports, and
research and making this information easily accessible to
resource managers, practitioners, and researchers. Originally
from Hinton, Terri moved back recently with her husband
and son.

Next time you’re travelling down Robb Road near Hinton,
stop at the GRS stream crossing demonstration site. Recently
installed interpretive signs share information about this
innovative crossing.

Jennifer Hancock, our new administrative assistant, recently
graduated from NAIT with a diploma in finance. Jennifer will
be providing administrative support to the general manager
and president as well as assisting FRI’s accountant. While
at NAIT, Jennifer played hockey for the NAIT Ooks women’s
team. Jennifer is originally from Hinton and decided to move
back after school to make this her home.

New publications, a wealth of
information

The following are now available in the Publications section
on foothillsresearchinstitute.ca:
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The Foothills Research Institute core landbase is located in west-central Alberta, and is based in the resource community of Hinton, some three hours west of Edmonton. It covers roughly 2.75 million
hectares (27,500 square kilometres), and encompasses Jasper National Park of Canada, Willmore Wilderness Park, William A. Switzer Provincial Park, and the Forest Management Area of Hinton Wood
Products, a division of West Fraser Mills Ltd. It also includes some provincial “crown forest management units” and the Hinton Training Centre’s Cache Percotte Training Forest. Within its boundaries
are three forest areas—boreal, montane, and subalpine—and many forest uses, including timber, petroleum, and coal extraction, tourism, and recreation.



